
Mayors of the Town of Fortune, NL (1946-present) 
 

John R. Dixon August 20, 1946 – 1950 

Source of confirmation: name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash, along with a 

picture from Council chamber with him and original council members. Duplicate of picture also 

found on Fortune then and now Facebook group. 

 

 



Ernest W. Riggs 1950 – 1953 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash 

 
 

H. R. Lake January 13, 1953 - January 1955 

Source of confirmation: name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash, along with a 

newspaper clipping from January 19, 1953, stating that Mr. Lake was elected on January 13. 

 

 



Ernest W. Riggs January 1955 – 1957 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, a 

newspaper clipping from January 1955 stating Mr. Riggs was re-elected. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scott Bradley 1957 – 1965 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, a 

newspaper clipping from June 21, 1963 states “Mr. Bradley, who has been Mayor of Fortune 

since 1957”. 

   
 

Charles E. Bennett April 1965 – November 1965 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. 

 

 
 

 

 



Tobias Matthews 1965 – 1973 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, a guest 

book in the Town Hall storage room is labeled as follows: 

“The Town of Fortune, Newfoundland 

Centennial Project 

Officially Opened by Hon. T. Alex Hickman, Minister of Justice 

May 29, 1968” 

Mr. Matthews’ name is listed as Mayor on the opposite page. 

Further confirmation provided by newspaper clipping from September 1969 and an undated 

picture listing Mr. Matthews as mayor at the time. 

 

 
 



Alec Noseworthy 1973 – 1977 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, 

correspondence with Mr. Noseworthy himself via Facebook Messenger which also stated that 

some of the councilors included Lloyd Lake, Russell Lake, Harvey Piercey and George White. 

 

Furthermore, his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash, and an article 

commemorating the 100th anniversary of the United Church in Fortune, printed in October 5, 

1977 edition of The Southern Gazette, has his name listed as mayor. 

 

 



Basil Collier 1977 – 1981 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, a news 

article from June 28, 1978 posted on Fortune then and now Facebook group, as well as 

correspondence with CAO Linda Collier, daughter of Mr. Collier. 

 
 

 



Jacob P. Thornhill 1981-1982 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. 

 
 

Joseph Price 1982 – 1984 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Furthermore, 

his name is listed as mayor in the 1984 Fortune Collegiate Yearbook on a page in which the 

Town of Fortune gives best wishes to the graduating class. 

 

  



 

 
 

Herbert Stuckey 1984-1985 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. 

 
 

 



Major King Jr. 1985 – 1989 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, his 

name and signature can be found on meeting minutes from 1985 until November 15, 1989, on 

which a special meeting was held to swear in a new council. Page 1 of the minutes from that 

meeting states the following: 

“The new Councillors, Mr. Harold Thornhill and Mr. Eugene Warren came into the meeting. 

Mayor King welcomed the gentlemen then vacated the mayor’s chair.” 

 
 



Charles Penwell November 15, 1989 - November 1993 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, meeting 

minutes contain his name as mayor and/or his signature from November 6, 1989 to October 25, 

1993. Page 1 from minutes of a special meeting on November 15, 1989, describes the following: 

 

“The Council then took their Oath of Office. Nominations for Mayor were called. Councillor 

Major King nominated Councillor Charles Penwell. Councillor Charles King seconded the 

nomination. No further nominations. With unanimous agreement Charles Penwell was 

declared Mayor.” 

 

 
 

Lloyd Barnes November 1993 - December 13, 1993 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, he is 

listed as mayor in meeting minutes for November 8 and December 13, 1993, the latter of which 

clearly states, on page 1, as follows: 

 

“Mayor Barnes noted he would like to step down as mayor and to be a Councillor for the next 

four years. The new Councilors were sworn in by the Returning Officer-Basil Collier.” 

 

“The election for Mayor-Councilor Barnes nominated Charles Penwell. After calling for 

nominations three times, Charles Penwell was elected.” 

 



Charles Penwell December 13, 1993 - October 12, 1994 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, meeting 

minutes for December 13, 1993, in which page 1 clearly states the following: 

 

“Mayor Barnes noted he would like to step down as mayor and to be a Councilor for the next 

four years. The new Councilors were sworn in by the Returning Officer-Basil Collier.” 

 

“The election for Mayor-Councilor Barnes nominated Charles Penwell. After calling for 

nominations three times, Charles Penwell was elected.” 

 

Furthermore, pages 1 and 2 of meeting minutes from October 12, 1994, under “Genreal”, item 2 

clearly states the following: 

 

“2. Resolution re Leave of Absence – Mayor Penwell 

 

Mayor Penwell explained his conversation with Mr. Keith Warren of Dept. of 

Municipal and Provincial Affairs re the Leave of Absence. 

 

Town Clerk basil Collier conducted the Election of Deputy Mayor: Councillor King 

nominated Councillor Tulk. 

 

After calling for Nominations for Deputy Mayor three times, Councillor Harvey Tulk 

was elected as Deputy Mayor. 

 

Mayor Penwell resigned as Mayor. 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Tulk and seconded by Councillor King we would accept 

the Mayor’s Resignation due to work commitments. Motion carried. 

 

As a result Deputy Mayor Tulk automatically becomes Mayor. 

 

Councillor Thornhill nominated Counillor Penwell for the position of Deputy Mayor. 

 

After calling for nominations for Deputy Mayor three times Councillor Charles 

Penwell was elected as Deputy Mayor.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Harvey Tulk October 12, 1994 – October 1997 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, pages 1 

and 2 of meeting minutes from October 12, 1994, under “General”, item 2 clearly states the 

following: 

 

“2. Resolution re Leave of Absence – Mayor Penwell 

 

Mayor Penwell explained his conversation with Mr. Keith Warren of Dept. of 

Municipal and Provincial Affairs re the Leave of Absence. 

 

Town Clerk basil Collier conducted the Election of Deputy Mayor: Councillor King 

nominated Councillor Tulk. 

 

After calling for Nominations for Deputy Mayor three times, Councillor Harvey Tulk 

was elected as Deputy Mayor. 

 

Mayor Penwell resigned as Mayor. 

 

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Tulk and seconded by Councillor King we would accept 

the Mayor’s Resignation due to work commitments. Motion carried. 

 

As a result Deputy Mayor Tulk automatically becomes Mayor. 

 

Furthermore, his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Charles Penwell October 1997 - October 2003 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, meeting 

minutes contain his name as mayor and his signature from October 6, 1997 to October 2, 2003 

 

  
 

Mr. Penwell (sitting) with the town council, 1997 – 2001, confirmed by notation on the backside 

of the photograph 

 

 
Mr. Penwell (sitting) with town council, 2001 – 2003 

 

 

 

 



Alec Noseworthy October 2003 - September 2009 

Source of confirmation: meeting minutes contain his name as mayor and his signature from 

October 30, 2003 to September 14, 2009. Also, name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s 

sash (with some possible typographical errors) 

 

Mr. Noseworthy (sitting) with town council, 2003-2009 

 

 



Charles Penwell September 2009 – October 2021 

Source of confirmation: his name is engraved in a nameplate on the Mayor’s sash. Also, meeting 

minutes contain his name as mayor and his signature from September 29, 2009 to September 21, 

2021. A news article published on The Town Fortune Facebook page reveals that Mr. Penwell 

announced that he will step down as mayor in 2021. 

 



Deanne Hickman October 2021 – present 

Source of confirmation: social media posts on the Town of Fortune Facebook page with the 

enclosed photographs: 

 
Mrs. Hickman sworn in as first female mayor of Fortune, October 2021 

 

 
Mrs. Hickman (left, sitting) with council at swearing-in ceremony 


